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Helping at
Puy Batard

I

wanted to write this article after reading a
plea by Jean-Pierre requesting volunteers at
Puy Batard this Christmas. I first read an
article in the Creuse News regarding Puy Batard
back in 2007. It seemed like a good opportunity to learn French, help the handicapped and
get to know a little about the French way of life,
as I had not been living in France very long.
Jean-Pierre and Chantal invited me to their
home, where I was treated to a lovely meal. It
was all very relaxed. They asked me about myself, it was neither an interrogation nor did I
feel it to be an interview. We discussed the
needs of the handicapped and Jean-Pierre
showed me the facilities that were available to
them, the kitchen, the lounge, the bedrooms
and the shower rooms. I was then asked if I
would be interested and able to help. My worries that my French was not very good and that
I did not have any qualifications were unfounded so I was pleased that I could volunteer
my services.
The first morning as I drove there I wondered
what on earth I had let myself in for and nearly
turned the car around and went home. When I
arrived I was introduced to the other volunteers
and some of the handicapped people who were
having breakfast. I had to explain that my
French was not that good and I had taken a
dictionary with me just in case. After breakfast
I assisted in helping to wash and dress the
handicapped people, make the beds and generally tidy up. Before the communal lunch there
was time to sit and talk with everyone.
Driving home that night I was surprised I did
not end up at Lyons as my head was spinning
from listening to French, helping out and trying
to speak French with my limited vocabulary. All I can say is that I felt as though I had
achieved something very special and wanted to
go again, everyone had been helpful and patient
with me.
From then on I began to learn the routine. After breakfast we would sit and talk, help
prepare the midday meal with Chantal,
then each afternoon Jean-Pierre would plan an
outing. We would go for a walk round the lake
at Guéret or go swimming when the weather
was hot, go to an animal farm, go shopping or
take a walk through the woods.
It has been a very exciting adventure for me and
my confidence in speaking French has grown. I
have to say there were difficult and tiring times,
but there was always someone around to
help. The other volunteers, of all ages, were
helpful and considerate. I even began to understand French jokes.
If you are considering helping but are not sure,
I would encourage you to speak with JeanPierre and Chantal, they are just as willing to
help you and make it as pleasurable for you as
possible.
Jean Whitham
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for all your computer
needs.
Virus removal,
software packages,
upgrades
We can build a
computer system
just for you
Feel free to call in for a
free quote at rue
Lagette,
Bénévent l’Abbaye

05 55 62 65 61

Matt Després
Le pool specialist
swimming pools
spas
construction
maintenance
products
06 89 07 53 42
lepoolman@gmail.com

NICK JACKSON
Qualified Artisan
Carpenter & Joiner
36 years’ experience
Registered in France 5 yrs
Repairs, Renovations

Tree surgery & General garden
& House Maintenance
Including lawns, hedges etc.
All types of tree work undertaken, and all
types of gardening services from rotavating
and planting to pruning and maintaining, all
types of hedges and lawns, including mowing and strimming services. Services offered
also include creative gardening, landscaping
and design, including patios and decking
and any small garden building works.

All types of work undertaken
LARGE or SMALL

MOBILE SAWMILL NOW AVAILABLE to
make anything from beams, to planks, to
firewood, on your own doorstep.

Free Devis / Estimates
05 55 64 10 13
steven.bunten@orange.fr

Free estimates, no job too big or too small.
Fully insured for all tree & garden
maintenance work, references available.

Siret 482 939 006 00011

Plastering & Tiling
Painting and Decorating

Nick - 05 55 62 19 70 / 07 86 02 56 09
Moutier Malcard, 23220
chrisdee_1@hotmail.com
Siret 52350309200018

Top To Toe
Mobile Hair and Beauty

PETE’S
PLASTERING
SERVICES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call for free estimates
05 55 64 13 85
Mobile: 06 04 19 71 01
jayne_mccoll@hotmail.com
Siret 50995081200016

IHBC Dipl; MGPBT Dipl, CHA Dipl

Why not have your hair done and
spoil yourself at the same time with
a fabulous range of therapeutic
beauty treatments in the comfort of
your own home!

I cover all the Creuse

Call me today on

06 86 34 21 42
www.top-to-toe.com
Siret No: 523 421 915.00019

